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may be grouped geographically as regards coalfields into
three areas : (a) Southern (Southern Wales, Forest of Dean,
Bristol and Kent) ; (b) Central (Lancashire and North
Wales, Yorkshire, Derbyshire and Nottingham; Leicester-
shire, Staffordshire and Warwickshire) ; (c) Northern (Scot-
land, Northumberland and Durham, Cumberland). The
quinquennial average output from igio to 1914 reached 270
millions of tons per annum with a steadily rising margin of
export trade reaching 34 per cent, of the total output in
1913, representing over 70 per cent, of the total seaborne
coal trade of the world. Especially in steam coals from
South Wales is the demand heavy. All types of coal, how-
ever, are to be found within the island. It has been esti-
mated that, of the total coal reserves of the world, 2'6 per
cent, are to be found in Great Britain.
The coal deposits of Ireland are capable of much greater
development than they have hitherto attained. The lloyal
Commission on Coal Supply estimated that there are
118,000,000 tons of coal in the I/einster coal-field. lAhe
C'astelcomer collieries, with an annual output of 60,000 tons
per annum, are being developed and by railway construction
are being made to serve a wide field more economically than
hitherto. The expectation is that an output of 240,000 tons
per annum will be attained. The Wolfhill collieries on the
same coal-field are being developed, and from these it is
hoped to raise 1500 tons daily from five distinct seanis of
anthracite steam coal. There is, also, a considerable area
of bituminous coal in County Tyrone. Professor Edward
Hull, one of the Coal Supply Commissioners, reported very
valuable seanis, reaching an aggregate thickness of 30 feet
at Coalislaiad in. the direction of the shores of Lough Neagh,
and estimated an available supply of 27,000,000 tons. The
development of this field should aid considerably in the
industrial development of the district around Belfast.
Canada, with an output of 14 million tons per annum,
imports 16 million tons of bituminous and 4 million tons of
anthracite coal from the United vStates. Her potential re-
sources reach to many hundred-million tons. They are situated